
FAQ ABOUT NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY AND HOW THE REVIEW 
PROCESS WORKS 

 
NHS is a national organization whose purpose is to create enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire to 
render service, to promote leadership, and to develop character in the students of secondary schools. 
 
When are students selected for membership? 
 

• All students who have a grade average of 97% or higher are invited to apply during the 
spring of their sophomore year. 

 
What are the criteria for selection? 
 

• Students are evaluated in 4 areas, each worth 25% of their score 
Scholarship, Leadership, Service(volunteer/extracurricular activities) and  
Character 

 
What is meant by Leadership? 

• Leadership includes elected or appointed positions in which the student was directly 
responsible for motivating or directing others.  Examples would be section or drill leaders 
in band, club elected officers, team captains, committee chairperson 

• Students can also exhibit leadership within the classroom 
 

What things are included in service/volunteer/extracurricular activities? 
• Any volunteer activities within the community such as church, school-related, etc. that 

benefit the community and occur on a regular basis 
• Being a member of an extracurricular group such as band, athletics, clubs and 

organizations on campus or in the community 
• Work related experiences-volunteer (preferred) or paid 

 
What qualities are used to evaluate character? 

• Attendance, tardies, dress code violations, discipline referrals 
• Academic honesty—has the student ever been caught cheating, sharing answers, copying 

another student’s homework or allowing someone to copy theirs, plagarizing from the 
internet or other sources? 

• Is the student polite and respectful to faculty, staff, and peers? Are they willing to help 
others? Do they volunteer to assist others without being asked?  

   
What can my student do next year to improve their chances for selection? 
  

• Volunteer in the community and document all hours with signatures 
• Get involved on the campus—band, athletics, clubs—pick a couple of things and devote 

your time to that—don’t join 7 groups and barely participate in any 
• Look for chances to show leadership—volunteer to run an event or chair a committee 
 
 
 



How does the committee decide on membership? 
• Step 1 – Student completes application and turns it in on time. When they turn it in 

they will be given teacher evaluations. 
• Step 2 – Teachers fill out evaluations based on ways they have seen leadership, 

character and service in their classroom.   
• Step 3- a committee of 5-7 faculty members are selected to go over the applications.  

The sponsors are NOT part of the selection process. Here at Legacy we have 
developed a rubric system to go through the applications and teacher evaluations. To 
keep things as fair and unbiased as possible we leave off names for the first round. 
Generally the committee works like this: 

a. Discuss any things to consider, remember, notice, totals and any other 
concerns before review process. 

b. The committee splits into 2 groups for the review process so there are 
2 small groups going through applications separately. This ensures that 
each application is reviewed at least two times. 

c. Go through the applications paired with teacher evaluations for each 
member and score then on each of the criteria (scholarship, leadership, 
character, and service) for that student. This is done completely based 
on what is written on the application not prior knowledge of the 
student which is why it is so important to have a thorough application.  

d. The 2 groups meet back and discuss as a whole any application that 
had a 2 point difference between the groups and any students who did 
not get in. Students not accepted have had their applications reviewed. 

e. Students get notifications letters within 2 days of this process. It takes 
time to go through all the applications and get evaluations back from 
the staff. 

 
 

My student did not get it and I’d like them reconsidered? 
• The committee works very hard to have a fair and unbiased decision and students who 

are not accepted have had their application reviewed at a minimum of 3 times. However 
if you still have questions – 

1. Contact a sponsor.  The answers will likely be relatively general but we will 
still be able to give you the area that your student needs to improve in most for 
next year. We will also invite them to apply again. Often sophomores who do 
not have enough experience gain it by their junior year and are accepted then. 
NHS sponsors do not have the authority to overturn the faculty council’s 
decisions.  

2. If you are still unsatisfied by that response send your questions or concerns to 
the head principal. Any further decisions, contact or considerations from that 
point will be made by the principal.  

       


